ALAN BRADER, TOWER CAPTAIN EMERITUS

HOLY TRINITY, TATTERSHALL

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, CONINGSBY

On Sunday morning, 14th February, a large congregation, boosted by a considerable number of Eastern Branch members, assembled at St Michael’s church, Coningsby to honour Alan Brader for his considerable achievements over many years of service at both Coningsby and Tattershall churches.

Before the service, Eastern Branch members joined the local ringers when call changes to Norwich Surprise Minor were rung.

During the service Rev. Canon John Moore spoke briefly on Alan’s achievements, then presented him with the book ‘Lost Lines’, together with a framed certificate confirming Alan as ‘Tower Captain Emeritus’, both signed by members of Holy Trinity and St Michael’s churches.
Tom Freeston, President of the Eastern Branch of the LDGCB, then spoke in more detail of Alan’s many achievements including his 30 years plus as tower captain at both Holy Trinity and St Michael’s before stepping down in 2006, and of his work in fund raising, not only locally, but also for the LDGCB’s bell fund.

Tom also spoke of all the work Alan carried out in restoring Tattershall bells and frame in the 1990’s, with the advice and assistance of his good friend Tony Barker and many volunteers. A brass plaque is installed in the church recording the efforts of all those involved and the bells were rededicated by the Bishop of Grimsby in May 1999.

The congregation were also told that between 2001 and 2003, Alan led a program of general restoration in the tower of St Michael’s, when more than £6000 was raised to enable replacement bell ropes to be purchased, specialist work on the bearings and clappers to be carried out, upgrading of electrical installation and redecorating the ringing chamber.

Tom finished by saying that the CCCBR refers to “the very essence of bellringing” and describes this as “the living service of heart and hand and mind….and a true spiritual value as contributory to an act of worship”. In this sense, Alan’s selfless dedication represents a significant contribution to local acts of worship over many years, and thanked Alan for all his achievements to ensure that bellringing lives on at both St Michael’s and Holy Trinity.
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