LDGCB EASTERN BRANCH
Meeting at All Saints Croft Sat 1st May 2010
The meeting commenced at 6.15pm with Tom Freeston welcoming everyone to the meeting.
1. Apologies were received from: Ian Ansell, Janice Elley, Phil Ford, Tom Palmer, Simon Pearson and Mark Weatherby, Richard Willoughby.
Best wishes of the meeting to be expressed to Tom Palmer who is recovering from a hip replacement operation.

2. The minutes of the last meeting on 12th December at Burgh-le-Marsh were accepted as a true record. Proposed Peter Udy, seconded Audrey Harrison. Carried.
3. Matters arising

i) Caitlin Meyer asked if there was any news regarding the work requested by East Keal. Secretary said that there was nothing new to report.

ii) Edward Vear is now the Branch Safeguarding Officer

4. There were no new members.

5. Guild AGM. Ben Meyer reported that, Sue Faull has stepped down as Ringing Master and Alan Payne is the new Ringing Master. 
The Guild Committee discussed transport for the Guild Simulator and a second-hand trailer is required.

Ben also mentioned a change to rule 2c that if a member’s annual subscription has not been paid by the end of the year, that member is deemed to have withdrawn from the Guild. And, that in April 2011 the Guild Secretary, Les Townsend and Peal Sec Emma Southerington intend to stand down from their posts.

6. Guild fund-raising quiz at Alford. Caitlin reported that 30 tickets had been sold so far and reminded people to bring their own drinks, but that tea/coffee will be available, it’s a 7 o’clock start and a hot supper is included.
7. EB Striking Competition Alford 5th June. Branch Ringing Master, Peter Udy suggested various names for judges: Les Townsend, Sue Faull, Philip Green, and Jim Benner. Secretary to make contact and also to take name of the teams entered.
8. BBQ at Sibsey – 3rd July. Tower booked for ringing at Stickney from 5 pm. Evans family to do a quiz. Willoughby family to cook on the barbecue. Val Wild to ask Ian Ansell about printing the tickets.

9. Branch Outing this year is to Taylor’s Bell Foundry in the morning, followed by lunch and then ringing. A coach is booked, Janice Elley is organising the day, and the trip round the foundry at Loughborough is £4 each.
10. Guild 8-bell striking competition at Ingoldmells. The judge(s) will require somewhere to sit. Secretary to contact Tony Barker for more information. Ben Meyer will organise a team to represent the Eastern Branch, the method is to be Cambridge Major.

11. Quarter Peal Week 16th – 22nd October. Ringing master to take charges of this and those who want to ring should make themselves known to him. Peter Limage and Mick Smith have offered their services as conductors. An under 19’s quarter at Gunby is a possibility.
12. Guild Reports are now available. Margaret Parker asked if all corrections be sent directly to her.

12. AOB. Geoffrey Evison flagged up the Ringing Tour organised by Paul Chafer for funds for the new floor at Candlesby, which was taking place the next but one day (Mayday Bank Holiday)
14. John Collett told the meeting about ‘back to church Sunday’ on 26th September and that Rev Andrew Higginson had suggested that we could use it to invite lapsed ringers ‘back to ringing’. It is a countrywide campaign. The co-ordinator for Lincoln is Canon Michael Siley. An information pack is available via the Deanery costing £15.00 John Collett proposed we apply for a pack and this was seconded by Audrey Harrison. Carried.
The Womble is to be booked for the 10th of July for Tower Road School Boston.

There was some discussion about this and Mick Smith put forward the idea of having our own Branch Womble. He said that the basic cost was about £1,700 but we could save money by painting the frame ourselves and making our own base for it. Mick Smith to investigate this.

15. Tom Freeston gave a vote of thanks to Mrs Murgatroyd for providing tea and coffee at Wainfleet, the tea-ladies, and Geoffrey Evison for playing the organ for us, Tom had thanked the vicar before tea. There being no other business, the meeting closed at 6.50 pm.

16. Collection for the BRF realised £14.35 after £12 was also collected for the hire of the hall.

